
Before you begin creating your poster or slides, start by determining the structure that you will follow and ensure 
that you stick to this with both your visual and oral presentations.

Introduce the audience to your presentation, give an overview of the “problem”/research, provide the evidence, 
and offer conclusions with consideration to the wider context to make it more applicable to the whole audience.

Story telling is absolutely key and applies to any type of audience! Ensure that your presentation provides a 
coherent story that is easy to follow and logical to the audience. Consider how you deliver the technical details 
to keep those in the same field interested but also allowing the information to be applied more widely. 

Top Tips for Engaging
an Academic Audience

Structure  problem - theory - evidence - implications

Keep the audience hooked
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You may have multiple streams of data contributing to the story (or research). However, you are likely to have 
a time limit for your presentation, so you will need to consider what the key message is that you want to 
convey for the audience to remember and take away with them. 

Do not try to show all of your work – pin down the key figures/data to deliver a clear and eloquent story. 
Remember: it is about quality not quantity!

In your poster or presentation:

• Keep text to a minimum and use appropriate graphics

• Don’t be afraid to display the same graphic more than once to reiterate your message and maintain the 	
   coherency of your story

• Limit the number of data slides – make sure the axes and legends of graphs are clearly visible and properly 	
   labelled, take your time to explain the data and set the stage by considering what happens if something 	
   increases/decreases or if there is a trend

• Display the main message in the slide title or in one sentence

• Keep the theme and colour scheme uniform with an appropriate font type and size

Choose one story to narrate

A picture is worth a thousand words!
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Be confident and don’t rush! A golden ratio to remember is to talk for a minimum of one minute per slide or two 
minutes for busy slides, i.e. a ten minute presentation should be complimented by a maximum of ten slides.
Take as many opportunities available as possible to present and keep practicing!

Improve your public speaking5

Passion for your research is infectious and will help maintain the attention of your audience. 

Enjoy what you do and what you present!6
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