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Your Society - Get Involved!

BSSS has a number of volunteer vacancies and we need you! Join our enthusiastic
Professional Practice and Grants & Awards Committees or get involved as Chair of our
Education Committee. Perhaps you would like to support our members by reviewing
Continued Professional Development or Full membership requests, decide how the
Society provides grants and awards or lead our Education Committee to ensure young
people and the public have access to soil education?

Next month we will also be advertising for an Ordinary Council member, Welsh Regional
Group Chair and a Finance Board Trustee.

If you would like to find out more about any of the committees, existing team or the
available posts, please contact exec@soils.org.uk.

Sarah Garry
Executive Officer

MEET THE TEAM



L

Science Council
Update

The Science Council is searching
for glowing 2020 Continual
Professional Development (CPD)
records from BSSS Chartered
Scientists to share as case studies.
Outline your creative approach,
use of virtual events and new
opportunities that arose despite the
challenges of 2020!

Chartered Scientists - don’t forget
to submit your CPD return using
the new recording template and
guidance notes by 31 March. Not
yet registered? Find out if you work
for an Employer Champion who
supports employee registration!

READ ARTICLE

Don't Miss Out On
BSSS Grants!

A reminder for early career soil
scientists that two awards of
£5,000 each will be offered in 2021
for the David S Jenkinson
Fellowship and the Grants &
Awards Committee is inviting
applications with immediate effect.

Launched on World Soil Day 2020,
the new Public Engagement grant
supports members with a
maximum of £250 to undertake
outreach activities to spread the
word about soil. If you have plans
to develop a YouTube video or
factsheet, find out more about the
opportunities available!

APPLY NOW



Support Your
Society - Advertise
in The Auger!

Our well-established members’ e-
zine, The Auger, is an ideal place
to publicise your business or
services. With 800 readers every
six-months, and with past editions
available on our website, this is an
ideal opportunity to target your
customers, add credibility to your
brand and support your industry. A
20% discount is available on all
advertising when booked via a
Society member and for further
information please contact us.

MEDIA PACK

Zoom into Soil:
Soil Organic
Matter

Our first webinar of 2021, Zoom
into Soil: Soil Organic Matter, will
take place on Wednesday 3
February from 12:00 — 1:00pm
and will feature Dr Tom Sizmur and
Julian Gold with their
presentations, How does Organic
Matter become Soil Organic
Matter? and Building and Retaining
Soil Organic Matter on Hendred
Estate: Some Practical Issues and
Thoughts. The webinar is free to
attend: register in advance to book.

READ ARTICLE



In other news...

WILEY

Free Wiley
Webinar

Wiley’s free webinar How
to publish 21st century
science in a 21st century
way will take place on
Friday 12 February at
3.00pm. Topics will
include data/code
integration, preprints,
alternative models of
peer-review, interactive
figures and live and self-
updating articles.

FIND OUT MORE

Call For
Presenter

Ryedale Christian
Council is seeking a
theorist or practitioner
with experience in
working with farmers to
adopt regenerative
practices to give a 20-30
minute talk on soil

and Farming’s Answer to
Climate Change at their
virtual conference on 24
April.

EMAIL NOW

New Guidance Notes
From The Society

The Society has issued two new
Guidance Notes, Assessing Agricultural
Land Classification and Soil and Land
Quality. Assessing Agricultural Land
Classification is primarily aimed at
development and planning control
professionals to help them evaluate
ALC reports submitted in support of
planning applications or spatial plans in
England and Wales. Soil and Land
Quality will support agricultural and
environmental consultants on how they
can best obtain and make use of
information on soils and agricultural
land quality.

Please share these Guidance Notes
with your networks.

Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Government
Consultation

An online consultation on
the draft UK National
Action Plan for the
Sustainable Use of
Pesticides (NAP) has
been announced. The
five-year plan aims to
minimise the risks of
pesticides to human
health and the
environment. Response
deadline: 26 February.

READ ARTICLE



Visit our new website at soils.org.uk

Please note: There currently appears to be an issue with full access to our two scientific journals when
using Google Chrome. We are working hard to resolve this as quickly as possible and would encourage
you to use an alternative browser in the meantime.



