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Access to Construction Sites

The Society has launched a new Guidance Note to support members applying for or
renewing a Construction Skills Certification Skills (CSCS) card. CSCS cards provide
proof that individuals working on construction sites have the training and qualifications
for the job they do. The Guidance Note can be used to find out if you need a CSCS card,
which one to choose and how to apply.
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Zoom into Soil:
Soil Functions

The next in our free lunchtime
webinar series, Zoom into Soil: Soil
Functions will take place on
Wednesday 3 March from 12:00 —
1:00pm and will feature Professor
Lorna Dawson, Head of Forensic
Soil Science at the James Hutton
Institute, and Dr Marcelo Galdos,
University Academic Fellow at the
University of Leeds, with their
presentations, The Answer Lies In
The Soil and Climate - Smart Soils.
Please register in advance to book.
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Reminder: MSDG
Annual Meeting

Join the Midlands Soil Discussion
Group (MSDG) for an afternoon of
soil discussion on 24 March from
2:00pm to 4:45pm. The free
virtual meeting is for BSSS
members who are also part of
MSDG. It will include a
presentation from invited speaker,
Professor Martin Broadley,
discussing his work on Geo-
nutrition in Africa, research
presentations and a fun pedology
quiz followed by the MSDG AGM.
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Reminder: Call For
Abstracts

A reminder that the Early Careers
(EC) Committee is inviting abstract
submissions for its EC Conference
which will take place on Monday 6
and Tuesday 7 September 2021
in Glasgow.

Abstracts are invited on the theme,
Soils: Past, Present and Future
and should be submitted to
admin@soils.org.uk by Thursday
11 March at 5:00pm.
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In other news...

Membership
Renewal

Thank you to those members who
have already used the new website
to renew their 2021 membership.

For those who have yet to renew,
this can be settled via your
membership account online before
31 March.

If you have any questions
regarding your renewal, please
contact us via admin@soils.org.uk.

RENEW TODAY

Obituary - Keith Virgo

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of former BSSS
member, Keith Virgo.

Keith graduated in the 1960s with
degrees in Agriculture and Soil Science
and had a successful career as a Soil
Surveyor and Land Resources
Specialist. Following retirement, he
helped establish Village Ways; a social
enterprise to promote village tourism to
benefit communities.

Our thoughts are with his family and
friends at this difficult time.
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Competition
Winners

Congratulations to
lorwerth Watkins and
Graham Colborne who
have won the competition
to rename The Auger
with their separate
submissions of Soil
Matters. Look out for the
updated e-zine when it is
released later this year!

LATEST ISSUE

European Commission

EU Soil
Mission

The EU Mission Board
for Soil Health and Food
is seeking examples of
evidence of management
practices which can
deliver significant
improvements to soil
health over the short,
medium and long term.
Submission deadline is 5
March 2021.
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Support Your
Society

Our twice-yearly
members’ magazine, The
Auger, is the ideal place
to promote your products
and services to those
working in soil science.

Find out more about
advertising with us in our
media pack.
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Update From
GSP

The latest update from
the FAO Global Soil
Partnership (GSP) is
available on our website
including information
about the Global
Symposium on Saoil
Biodiversity and the
International Network of
Salt-Affected Soils
(NSAS).
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Volunteer
With Us

We are seeking
volunteers to support us
in three key positions:
Education Committee
Chair, Ordinary Council
Member and Welsh
Regional Group Chair.
Further information is
available on our job
vacancies page.

VACANCIES

Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Public
Appointment

Defra is seeking a Chair
for The Science Advisory
Council (SAC) to take
responsibility for its
leadership and output.
SAC provides
independent and
scientific support, advice
and challenge to Defra.
Application Deadline: 4
March at 12:00pm.
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