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Launch of BSSS Members' Area and
New Benefits

We are debuting our brand-new Members’ Area for convenient access to all the fantastic
benefits Society membership has to offer. Make the most of the handy portal and check
out our member discounts and benefits, download the latest e-newsletters and
resources, and catch up on recent keynote presentations and workshops.

We are also delighted to showcase two new membership benefits:

e The Hospital and Medical Care Association (HMCA) can offer up to 40% discount
off standard rates for medical plans, dental plan, hospital cash plans, travel plan,
income protection and vehicle breakdown products. Visit the exclusive HMCA-
BSSS website to find out more

e Absolute Insurance Brokers is a specialist commercial insurance broker with
experience in the placement of Professional Indemnity and Contractors' package
insurance. With existing clients operating in the soil sampling and geo drilling
sectors, Absolute Insurance can assist members in advising on their corporate
and commercial insurance needs.

Don'’t forget to log in to your members’ account now to find out more!

VISIT MEMBERS' AREA



Zoom into Soil: A
Successful Garden

The next in our lunchtime webinar
series, Zoom into Soil: A
Successful Garden Above and
Below Ground will take place on
Wednesday 2 March from 12:00 -
1:00pm. In collaboration with the
Ecological Continuity Trust, we are
delighted to welcome Instagram
sensation Jon, The Handsome
Gardener, who will discuss starting
a garden from scratch, the
progression that he has seen and
how to make it successful both
above and below ground. The
webinar is free to attend and
please register in advance.

REGISTER NOW

New Science Note
Task Group

We are seeking members to join
our new task group which will
develop a science note on Soils
and Biodiversity. Your contribution
will support the communication of
key topics in soil, enhance your
CV, demonstrate your own
research or project findings and
contribute towards your annual
CPD.

For further information or to
express an interest, please send
your CV and a brief note explaining
why you would like to be involved
to info@soils.org.uk.

EXPRESS AN INTEREST
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ECT Webinar: Dr.
Bruce Lascelles

Corporate Member, the Ecological
Continuity Trust (ECT), hosts a
successful webinar series which
brings together ecologists to
discuss science emerging from the
long-term field experiments on
ECT’s national register. The next
webinar in the series will take place
on 18 March from 12:30 — 1:30pm
and will welcome BSSS President,
Dr Bruce Lascelles, to present
Engaging more soil scientists in
long-term ecological field
experiments, a potentially under-
used resource. The webinar is free
to attend and please register in
advance.

REGISTER NOW

Early Career
Conference Grant

The Early Career (EC) Conference
Grant supports EC members with
the costs of attending relevant
national and international
conferences. During 2022, this
grant will prioritise EC members
attending the World Congress of
Soil Science 2022 in Glasgow.
Only applicants who have applied
to deliver either a poster or oral
presentation will be considered,
and awards of up to £500 may be
approved in principle before
confirmation of your presentation is
received.

Deadline: 28 February 2022.

APPLY NOW



In Case You Missed It

Soil Use First published in February 2020 and
available in Soil Use and Management
and Management Volume 37:3, Bondi et al's research

paper, Trafficking intensity index for soil
compaction management in grasslands,
considers how good soil structure
provides many societal benefits, but in
grass-based production systems it is
strongly influenced by the trafficking
management regime. In Ireland there is
no soil trafficking intensity index that
considers the effect of geo-climatic
variability or differences in drainage
classes on soil compaction risk. A
research team from Teagasc (Wexford,
Ireland) compiled grazing and
machinery activity data across 38
managed grasslands, along with
common soil structural quality
indicators, in order to develop and
validate a ‘soil trafficking intensity index
for compaction (STICi). In general, the
study found that poorly drained sites
were more vulnerable to machinery
trafficking intensity compared with
grazing trafficking pressure. The
authors suggest that STICi could be
used at the national scale to identify
soils at risk of compaction and underpin
targeted management advice for
supporting sustainable grassland
production.

An International Journal

World Congress of Soil Science



Developing
Policy from
Evidence

Aimed at policy-makers,
the World Congress of
Soil Science (WCSS) will
include a full-day session
on Tuesday 2 August,
Sustainable Natural
Systems and Effective
Global Policies: How to
Protect a Resource that
Supports Life on Earth.
Attendance is included
with a full or daily
congress pass.

FIND OUT MORE

Download
WCSS22
Media Pack

To help spread the word
about your participation
at the World Congress of
Soil Science 2022, we
have put together this
toolkit complete with
resources and tools to let
everyone know where
you will be in
July/August.

Download now and join
the conversation!

MEDIA PACK
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Soil Judging:
UK Team and
Training Days

With applications open
for international teams
and UK team members,
plus the release of tickets
for access to the training
days on 28 and 29 July,
the Sail Judging
competition is coming
online and offering
something for everyone.
Full programme to follow
soon. Read our blog for
more information.

READ BLOG



Update on
Abstracts

The WCSS22 is
delighted to announce
that 1,958 abstracts were
received and judged with
the support of our
excellent review team.
Thank you to all those
involved, and all
applicants will be notified
before 15 March.

WCSS 2022

Early Bird
Registration

Early Bird registrations
for the World Congress of
Soil Science 2022 close
on 15 March so if you
want to take advantage
of our discounted rates,
make sure to register
soon! For more
information, and to
register, visit 22wcss.org.

REGISTER NOW

In other news...

A

Call for
Volunteers

We are seeking
volunteers to support us
during WCSS22: from
tours through to the
Society stand and shop.
If you can support,
please complete the
application form on the
Congress website by 28
February.

APPLY NOW



I The Institute
of Quarrying

Institute of
Quarrying
Report

The Good Practice Guide
for Handling Soils in
Mineral Workings is now
available. It is aimed at
managers of quarry
operations, mineral
planners, restoration
specialists, consultants
and earthmoving
contractors, and the civil
engineering and
construction sectors.

READ REPORT

European Journal of

Soil Science

EJSS:
Continuous
Publication

The European Journal of
Soil Science has
confirmed the use of
Continuous Publication.
With the move to online
only, there will no longer
be Early View articles
and all papers now have
e-locators (instead of
page numbers) that uses
the doi for easy
searching.

VIEW JOURNAL

SOS: A Call
to Save Our
Soil

Soil creates life from
death, transforming
decaying organic matter
into a precious resource
that underlies food
production. Jo
Handelsman and Kayla
Cohen argue that the
world must stop letting
fertile soil wash and blow
away in their book, A
World Without Soil.

FIND OUT MORE

22ND WORLD CONGRESS
OF SOIL SCIENCE

31 July - 5 August 2022
Glasgow, UK
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