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Society Vacancies: Join the Team!

We are seeking a Marketing_.and Communications Coordinator to join our small, friendly
team based at Cranfield University on a part-time fixed-term contract until 31 December
2022. The candidate will provide support to the Society at a pivotal time whilst it delivers
WCSS and will provide pro-active and re-active communications support. If you know
someone with proven experience of working with social and external media, can create
highly engaging content and is looking for a new challenge, find out more below!
Application deadline: Tuesday 15 March.

We also have a number of volunteer vacancies. Join our Board as our new Marketing,
Communications and Policy-Making Trustee, become our new Grants &

Awards Committee Chair, member of our Early Careers or Education Committee, be our
Science Council Representative supporting our Chartered Scientists members or join
your Regional Group Committee! There are plenty of opportunities for you to join like-
minded individuals and contribute to the Society’s success. For more information, please
contact exec@soils.org.uk.

Following the success of our first Science Note last year, we are seeking members to
join a short-term task group which will develop a science note on Soils and Biodiversity.
Your contribution will support the communication of key topics in soil, enhance your CV,
demonstrate your own research or project findings and contribute towards your annual
CPD. For further information or to express an interest, please send your CV and a brief
note explaining why you would like to be involved by Monday 7 March to
info@soils.org.uk.

VIEW OUR VACANCIES



Zoom into Soil: A
Successful Garden

Supported by the Ecological
Continuity Trust, the next in our
lunchtime webinar series, Zoom
into Soil: A Successful Garden
Above and Below Ground will take
place on Wednesday 2 March
from 12:00 — 1:00pm. Instagram
sensation Jon, The Handsome
Gardener, will explain how he
created a successful garden from
scratch, and Dr Jill Kowal, an
Honorary Research Associate at
Kew Gardens, will present
Fostering mycorrhizal fungi for a
naturally healthy garden. The
webinar is free to attend and
please register in advance.

REGISTER NOW

Blog Post: ECT
and BSSS

Read Executive Officer, Sarah
Garry’s blog post where she
highlights the importance of long-
term research against the
backdrop of an increasing call on
the world’s finite resources. From
COP 26 to WCSS22, Sarah
discusses climate change, our
throwaway culture and how ECT’s
long-term experiment sites provide
an ideal opportunity to undertake
valuable soil-related research. With
grants of up to £3,000 per research
project, it is a further incentive for
researchers to use one of the
Trust’s sites for the basis of their
field work.

READ BLOG



Russell Review
Published

Prof. Gregory has completed a
review, published in the European
Journal of Soil Science, on how
soil is created from rocks through
the activity of roots and their
associated microbial communities.
Peter maintains that the function of
soil — be that providing food and
fuel and fibres, supplying plant
nutrients, filtering water, flood
regulation, sequestering carbon
and disease suppression are all
dependent on the activities of plant
roots. Find out more about the
Society journals and how to publish
in them.

RUSSELL REVIEW

Publish the
Society Journals

We are inviting publishers to tender
to publish our two academic
journals, the European Journal of
Soil Science (EJSS) and Soil Use
and Management (SUM), currently
published by Wiley.

Full details of the journals, our
requirements and the tender
process can be found in the tender
document.

If you are interested in tendering,
please submit your response to
exec@soils.org.uk by Friday 29
April.

FIND OUT MORE



In Case You Missed It

First published in November 2021 and
available in European Journal of Soil
Science Volume 73:1, Yang et al.’s
research paper, Biogeographical
distribution and regulation of
methanotrophs in Chinese paddy soils,
studies the extent to which key
environmental and land management
factors affect the communities and
activity of methanotrophs. Aerobic
methanotrophs are an essential biofilter
for methane consumption; this gas
represents their sole carbon and energy
source, especially in paddy ecosystems.
A research team sampled paddy soils
across three climate zones in China,
representing different micro- and macro-
environmental factors including water
content, salinity, bulk density, pH, and N
fertilisation. In particular, they found that
the community structure of
methanotrophs varied with changes in
both mean annual precipitation and
mean annual temperature. The team
also found that high levels of N
fertilisation — a common practice for
sustaining high crop yields in paddy
fields — could inhibit the activity of
methanotrophs. The authors suggest
that the current high N fertilisation rates
need to be reduced in order to allow
methanotrophs to reduce methane
emissions from Chinese paddy fields.

World Congress of Soil Science



Soil Judging:
UK Team

We are seeking Early
Career members to join
the UK Team in the Soil
Judging_competition,
taking place in Stirling
from 26 to 31 July. Apply
by 28 February to be in
with a chance of
representing the UK and
learning more about soil
identification.

APPLY NOW

Our Living
Soil Update

Developments continue
apace at Our Living Sail,
the arts and culture
programme of the
WCSS22. This month
has seen the
confirmation of the
exhibition of artist
Newton Harrison’s Deep
Wealth at the Congress.

For updates and more
information, visit
www.ourlivingsoil.art.

FIND OUT MORE

Early Bird
Registration

Don’t miss the
opportunity to register for
the Early Bird fee for
WCSS22. Closing on 15
March, take advantage
of our discounted rates
for this leading
international event! For
more information, and to
register, visit the
congress website.

REGISTER NOW

Policy
Programme

The full-day policy-
makers’ session on 2
August, Sustainable
Natural Systems and
Effective Global Policies:
How to Protect a
Resource that Supports
Life on Earth will include
Prof. Williams, Chief
Scientific Adviser to the
Scottish Government for
Environment, Natural
Resources and
Agriculture.

POLICY DAY

Soil / Cultural
Tours

Do you want to explore
the soils of Scotland? Are
you attending the World
Congress of Soil
Science? If so, don’t
forget to book your place
on the WCSS22 tours!
From Highlands to
Islands, there is plenty to
discover; to find out more
visit www.22wcss.org.

BOOK TOURS

Last Chance
to Apply!

Don't miss your chance
to apply for the Early
Career (EC) Conference
Grant, supporting EC
members with the costs
of attending relevant
conferences. During
2022, this grant will
prioritise attendance at
the World Congress of
Soil Science with awards
of up to £500.

Deadline: 28 February

APPLY NOW



In other news...

Contam &
Geotech
Expo 2022

The Contamination &
Geotech Expo reaches
every corner of the
industry to bring the
contamination and the
geotechnical sectors
together in this unique 2-
day event. We will be
exhibiting again this year
from 14 to 15
September at the NEC,
Birmingham. Register for
your free ticket now!

REGISTER NOW

PRO
LANDSCAPER

Are We
Running Out
of Soil?

Featured in February’s
soil supplement, BSSS
member Dr Dan Evans, a
Research Fellow at
Cranfield University,
shared his research and
thoughts in Future
Developments: Are We
Running Out of Soil? and
explains that soil
conservation has the
potential to extend soil
lifespans.

READ ARTICLE

Soil Maps:
Urban
Planning

Research by the British
Geological Survey has
developed a predictive
model to evaluate levels
of bioaccessible
contaminants in urban
soils. This can be used
by planners and
developers to help
minimise potential health
impacts and provide
guidance on the best
redevelopment land use.

READ MORE



