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FEARS 1947-2022

2022 and beyond...

In her latest blog, Executive Officer, Sarah Garry, celebrates 2022: the Society’s 75th
anniversary. Our first meeting took place on 15 April, and the first Council meeting on 4
June 1947.

Sarah outlines the ambitious strategy for this year and the exciting programme of events
and activities that we have on the cards; including the World Congress of Soil Science
2022, the launch of a series of short videos, the development of a soil story book and the
continuation of our successful lunchtime webinar series, Zoom into Soil.

You will see our new logo featured above, which was designed especially for our 75th
celebratory year, on Society communications during 2022!

READ BLOG



Zoom into Soil:
Peatlands of
Scotland - Register
Now!

Looking ahead to the World
Congress of Soil Science later this
year, we are pleased to confirm the
next webinar in our Zoom into Soll
series will take place on
Wednesday 6 April from 12:00 —
1:00pm. Supported by Visit Britain
and NatureScot, Zoom into Soil:
Peatlands of Scotland will welcome
Andrew McBride and Dr Rebekka
Artz as they present Peatland
Restoration in Scotland - Lessons
to learn from the peat face and
Optimising peatland restoration to
achieve net zero. The webinar is
free to attend and please register
in advance.

REGISTER NOW

Outstanding
Society
Contribution
Award

This year we will be awarding an
Outstanding Society Contribution
Award to one or more members, to
recognise the valuable work
provided to the Society by its
volunteers. The Awards will be
presented during our AGM at the
World Congress of Soil Science
2022 and will highlight the
outstanding contribution provided
by members.

We have extended the deadline so
if you would like to nominate a
member for this award, please
complete the nomination form and
return it to us by Friday 15 April.

NOMINATE NOW



The President
Presents

BSSS President, Dr Bruce
Lascelles, features as a keynote
speaker in two webinars. The
Ecological Continuity Trust’s free
webinar series welcomes Bruce on
18 March from 12:30 — 1:30pm to
present Engaging more soil
Scientists in long-term ecological
field experiments,_a potentially
under-used resource. Bruce also
joins The Landscape Institute
during their conference, Mitigating
the Climate and Biodiversity
Emergency, which runs from 22 —
24 March and focuses on actions,
practice, skills and leadership to
mitigate the climate emergency.

EVENTS

Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

National Advocate
for Soil Health

Earlier this month, we wrote to the
Rt Hon George Eustice, Secretary
of State for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs, calling for a National
Advocate for Soil Health to be
introduced in the UK.

The letter suggested that the UK
follow the Australian government'’s
lead and that the role would
actively advocate across
government departments, and
externally, for soil health.

The letter from BSSS President, Dr

Bruce Lascelles, is available to
read below.

READ LETTER



In Case You Missed It

First published in October 2021 and
available in Soil Use and Management
Volume 38:1, Carlesso et al’'s research
paper, Impacts of field margin
orientation on populations of soil-
dwelling invertebrates in relation to the
direction and intensity of field traffic,
considers how sown field margins are a
central part of agri-environmental
schemes aiming to improve biodiversity
and ecosystem services in agricultural
landscapes. The authors investigated
the effect of field margin orientation with
respect to the direction of the tramlines

upon populations of soil-dwelling
mesofauna with focus on Acari (mites)
and Collembola (springtails). This study
suggests the existence of interacting
impacts between the margins and field
operations (trafficking and resulting
compaction) on populations of soil

mesofauna.

World Congress of Soil Science

Soil Training
Days

Booking for the Sail
Judging Training is now
open! From 28 to 29 July
at the University of
Stirling, the training
covers subjects including
WRB Soil Classification
and Soil Functionality
Concepts in the morning,
before practical
demonstrations and field
trips in the afternoon.

BOOK NOW

Early Bird
Registration

Don’t miss the
opportunity to register for
the Early Bird fee for the
World Congress of Soil
Science 2022. Closing on
15 March, take
advantage of our
discounted rates for the
leading international
event! For more
information, and to
register, visit 22wcss.org.

REGISTER NOW

South to
North Tour

WCSS22 Tours are
booking fast with two full
already! Check out our
Britain: South to North
tour for your opportunity
to see the UK through the
lens of a soil scientist,
accompanied by
renowned experts in their
fields. Make sure you
sign up early to
guarantee your spot!

BOOK TOUR



We Are
Compost

We are Compost/
Composting the We is an
exhibition and education
programme that will be
taking place at the
Glasgow Centre for
Contemporary Art from
the 29 July to 10
September 2022.

Also featuring a
soil/culture dialogue
event on the 5 August,
this is one not to miss!

READ ARTICLE

Policy
Programme

The policymakers’
session on 2 August,
Sustainable Natural
Systems and Effective
Global Policies: How to
Protect a Resource that
Supports Life on Earth
will include Ronald
Vargas (FAO), From
advocacy on global soil
governance to
consolidation into
national soil
policies/legislation.

FIND OUT MORE

In other news...

Day Tours -
Book Today!

Open exclusively to
congress attendees, join
us on Friday 5 August to
see some of the 60% of
the global reference soil
groups found in the UK.

Visit Stirling, including
one of the most extensive
intact raised bog sites in
Europe, discover
Glasgow’s Industrial
Legacy or the Bush
Estate.

BOOK A TOUR



European
Commission:
Soil Health

The European
Commission has
launched a Call for
evidence on soil health in
the EU. Given the scale
of the issue, the
Commission is looking for
input from a wide range
of citizens and
stakeholders, expert and
non-experts, academia
and civil society at large.

READ ARTICLE

EJSS Special
Issue: EUSO
Submissions

The EU Soil Observatory
Stakeholders’ Forum is
inviting the 100 young
scientists who submitted
an abstract for the event
to submit their
manuscript to an EUSO
dedicated Special issue
in the European Journal
of Soil Science.
Submission deadline: 31
May.

SUBMIT NOW

READ FULL STATEMENT

Direct Driller
featuring
BSSS

Read recent articles from
Direct Driller featuring an
overview of our Science
Note: Soil Carbon. Julian
Gold, member, features
in Farmer Focus and
highlights the importance
of minimising the reliance
on purchased inputs and
maximising the benefits
of fully functioning natural
ecosystems.

READ ARTICLE



Visit our website at soils.org.uk
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