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Our Strategy and 10-Year Vision

Our Board has approved a 10-year vision to guide our work over the coming years. Our
Council has supported this vision by approving Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to
track our progress against our strategy and long-term vision. This is an important part of
the Society’s development: understanding the value our activities have resulted in, rather
than whether an activity has taken place.

The updated Strategy and 10-year vision is now available to view on our website. The
strategy still includes seven key areas but now details what we hope to achieve in 2022,
by 2025 and by 2030.

We continue to welcome feedback from our members on anything to do with the Society

so please do not hesitate to contact us with your thoughts and ideas via
exec@soils.org.uk.

FIND OUT MORE



Zoom into Soil:
Soils, A Record of
Our Past

The next in our lunchtime webinar
series, Zoom into Soil: Soils, A
Record of Our Past, will take place
on Wednesday 4 May from 12:00
—1:00pm. Hosted by our Early
Careers Committee, we are
delighted to welcome Dr Ria
Mitchell from the University of
Sheffield with her presentation,
Palaeosols (fossil soils) as records
of environmental, climatic and
evolutionary change through
geologic time. The webinar is free
to attend and please register in
advance.

REGISTER NOW

Nominations for
Honorary
Membership

We are welcoming nominations for
Honorary Membership of the
Society. Honorary Membership is a
discretionary award to those who
have been a Full Member of the
Society for at least 10 preceding
consecutive years and who have
made an exceptional contribution
towards the Society’s objectives. If
you would like to nominate an
Honorary Member at the next
General Meeting, please complete
and return the nomination form to
admin@soils.org.uk by Friday 29
April.

NOMINATE NOW



MSDG Regional
Meeting

Join the Midlands Soil Discussion
Group (MSDG) for their regional
meeting, Agri-Robotics and Novel
Technologies in Agriculture. Taking
place on Monday 23 May from
9.30am to 4.00pm at the
University of Lincoln, the meeting
will include a tour of the soils and
agri-tech research at Riseholme,
including robots, drones and big
data test bed, lunch and
presentations from MSDG
members. The cost for ECRs is £5,
£10 for full members and £20 for
non-members.

BOOK NOW

SEESOIL Regional
Meeting

Join the Southeast England Soil
Discussion Group (SEESOIL) for
their first face-to-face regional
meeting in over two years. Taking
place on Monday 6 June from
10:00am — 3.30pm, the SEESOIL
committee would like to welcome
you to Climate change and land
use in the UK, and the growth of
Viticulture. Including lunch, wine
tasting and a tour, the meeting will
be held at Gusbourne, a beautiful
vineyard estate in Ashford, Kent.
The cost for members is £20 and
£30 for non-members.

BOOK NOW



In Case You Missed It

The use of heavy machinery during
recultivation of post-mining landscapes
can cause irreversible subsoil
compaction limiting crop growth in the
long term. It is therefore very important
to develop fast and accurate methods
which can locate and quantify such
areas. First published in September
2021, and available in Soil Use and
Management Volume 38:1, Schmack et
al.’s research paper, Large-scale
detection and quantification of harmful
soil compaction in a post-mining
landscape using multi-configuration
electromagnetic induction, describes a
study on a recultivated field from a mine
in Germany, with known variability in
crop performance. Measurements were
taken along two transects with different
compaction levels using non-invasive
electromagnetic induction (EMI) and
electrode-based electrical resistivity
tomography (ERT) together with soil
bulk density, volumetric water content
and texture. The results showed that
apparent electrical conductivity (ECa)
measured using EMI was highly
correlated with subsoil bulk density.
Correlations established along the
transects were used to predict harmful
subsoil compaction within the field, and
a spatial probabilistic map of harmful
compaction zones was developed. The
researcher team concluded that it would
be feasible to use EMI derived ECa
measurements to predict harmful soil
compaction, and that this technique
could form the basis for rapid monitoring
of the recultivation process allowing
mining companies and farmers to
remediate the compaction and improve
crop yields.

World Congress of Soil Science



Scientific
Programme

The 22nd World
Congress of Soil Science
organisers are working to
build an exciting
congress programme.

The first view is now
available online and
details the Plenary,
Divisional and
Interdivisional sessions,
initial timings and which
sessions will be available
online.

DOWNLOAD

Policy
Programme

The policymakers’
session, on Tuesday 2
August, will be the first
of its kind at the World
Congress of Soil Science
and includes Jack
Hannam, Carmen
Sanchez-Garcia and Erik
Button from the Welsh
Government Soil Policy
Team, Cranfield
University, Swansea
University & Bangor
University.

VIEW NOW

In other news...

New Soil
Cultural Tour

The recently launched
WCSS22 Soil Cultural
tour explores a wider
theme of soils, with visits
to the historic Dumfries
House, home of The
Prince’s Foundation,
where outdoor education
thrives, and the Glasgow
Centre for Contemporary
Art, which will host a
dialogue session and
curated exhibition on
soils.

BOOK TOUR



ECT Webinar
- Bruce
Lascelles

Qur President, Dr Bruce
Lascelles, presented at
the Ecological Continuity
Trust's webinar in March.
If you missed it,
Engaging More Soil
Scientists in Long-term
Ecological Experiments is
now available to view on
ECT'’s YouTube channel
and is well worth the
watch!

WATCH NOW

New Job
Vacancy

AHDB is looking for an
individual with expert
knowledge in RB209
Crop Nutrition, soil health
and a robust
understanding of soill
science. The
Environment Scientist
role offers hybrid working
with two days per week
at their Stoneleigh HQ.

JOB ADVERT

Get Involved:
Society
Vacancies

Along with our Marketing
and Communications
Coordinator role, we are
seeking volunteers to
support our Society
Committees. Positions
are available for Grants &
Awards Chair, Science
Council Representative,
Early Careers Committee
and the Education
Committee.

VACANCIES

EPS Soil
Webinar

The EPS Land Quality
Expert Advisory Group is
hosting Soils, Our Planet
and the Climate Crisis on
Tuesday 17 May from
10.30am to 12.30pm.
Chaired by Professor
Lorna Dawson CBE, it
will look at the role of
healthy soils in tackling
climate change.

EVENT INFO

Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Construction
Code of
Practice

We have responded to
the Construction Code of
Practice for Sustainable
Use of Soils on
Construction Sites
consultation being
undertaken by CL:AIRE
on behalf of Defra. Our
response focused on the
importance of the code
but highlighted key
additions future versions.

READ ARTICLE

BSI Group:
Committee

The BSI group, AW020
Soils and other growing
media, is looking for
someone who has
experience in the
engineering properties of
soils to join the
committee and support
with the creation of a
standard for growing
media for street trees.

CONTACT US



For those members who have not yet renewed their membership for 2022, please note that the final
day for payment is Friday 15 April. Should we have not received your payment by this date, we will
assume that you wish to cancel your membership. We will update membership accounts of those
members who have decided to not renew from 25 April onwards.

Visit our website at soils.org.uk
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