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Biography

Phoebe Weston is a biodiversity reporter for The Guardian; she has previously worked as a science correspondent for The 
Independent. She is interested in agriculture and conservation, and is keen to raise awareness on the importance of soil. 
You can follow Phoebe on Twitter @phoeb0 or email her via phoebe.weston@guardian.co.uk.

Soil is a tough sell, so how do you get people to care about it?
•  Be creative: use videos, images, infographics and podcasts to make your work eye-catching

•  Collaborate with others: get them talking about soil and branch outside of your usual audience

•  Start small: begin by submitting your work to local publications

•  Relate soil to other topics which might have more prominence in the media: for example, everyone is 		      	
    talking about carbon as it has a huge link to climate change and soil is integral to this!

Top tips for writing
•  Be concise: cut out as many words as possible and make your key facts and your key message stand out
    with 	snappy sentences

•  Write in active voice: this gives more energy to your sentence and makes it easier to read

•  Balance your facts with more descriptive sentences to make your writing interesting and factual

•  Use the pub test when writing your title and subheading: does it explain the key message of your story in
    the way you would to someone in the pub?

How to get your work noticed
•  Make your subject novel: journalists won’t be interested in old news

•  Use Twitter: tweet about your work with pictures to reach more people

•  Be available to chat: journalists may want to follow up with you to learn more about your work

•  People love good news: it’s even better if your subject matter is a positive story!

•  Only talk about results: journalists won’t be interested in your ideas, they need data

•  Don’t be too specific: make your topic relevant to anyone who reads it

•  Be careful of controversial subject matter: make sure you are suitably prepared to defend your point of view!


