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Meeting Date: 

Time: 

Wednesday 16 July 2025 

4:15pm – 5:15pm 

Meeting Number: 79 

Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel Sheffield and Online via GoTo Webinar 

Attendees: Paul Hallett (Chair) Andy Morris (Executive Officer)  

 

31 delegates attended the meeting including two non-members (office staff). Voting on the resolutions 

took place in advance of the meeting and 45 member votes across all categories were received, which 

equalled 5% of the total membership at the time of voting, and this met the requirements for quorum in 

line with the Society’s bye-laws. From the votes received, the majority of responders were in favour of 

supporting all resolutions, therefore, all resolutions were subsequently approved. 

 

 Agenda Item 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

 

The Chair welcomed members to the 79th Annual General Meeting, which was taking 

place during the Natural England Soil Health Conference. 

 

2. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: Minutes of the AGM held on 17 July 2024 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 89% of 

responders were in favour of accepting the minutes of the 78th AGM held on 17 July 2024, 

and 11% of responders abstained from the vote. Therefore, the minutes were approved.  

 

3. Annual Report 2024 

 

The Society had published its Annual Report 2024 and this was distributed with the 

meeting papers. The President began by providing the Board’s overview: 

 

• Lizzie Sagoo joined the Board as President-Elect in January 

• Last year, the Society had 931 members in total. 

• The Society had a growing income year-on-year and were continuing to work on 

new income and revenue streams to ensure the sustainable future of the Society.   
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• The Society delivered the Annual Conference in December in Cardiff with just 

under 200 attendees across both days 

• The Society was working to deliver on the new mission and vision to align with 

the Society’s strategy.  

 

The chair continued to provide an overview of the Society’s main operational 

achievements for 2024 as highlighted in the Annual Report. The following encapsulates 

the highlights from 2024:  

 

The updated mission is to support and promote the discovery of new knowledge of soils 

and their role in global sustainability.  

The vision is to ensure sustainable soils for people and planet. 

  

The Society will achieve its mission and vision by: 

• promoting scientific study and discovery of new knowledge about soil, 

• influencing policy and legislation through evidence-based advocacy, 

• supporting members to develop and continue professional and academic 

excellence.  

 

To achieve the mission and vision, the Society must address key challenges including: 

• ensuring a sufficient skills base and engagement to deliver sustainable soil 

management, 

• driving research, evidence collection and professional excellence.  

 

The mission and vision were developed to align with the 7-point strategy.  

 

On the first point; seeking to publicise the key issues for the soil science community, the 

Society aims to achieve this by raising the profile of the important soil issues via our two 

prestigious journals, European Journal of Soil Science (EJSS) and Soil Use & 

Management (SUM), e-newsletters, website, social media presence and by hosting 

regional, national and international conferences. 

• The Society helped to publicise key issues via many different platforms but the 

most notable was the Canadian Senate.  

• In February 2024, Prof. Jack Hannam gave evidence to The Standing Senate 

Committee on Agriculture and Forestry at the Senate of Canada on their study 

into soil health. 

  

On the second strategy point, promoting change through knowledge exchange, the 

Society seeks to support knowledge exchange in soil science through targeted 

engagement with industry, policy makers, government and educators.  
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• The Society achieved this through several means but most poignantly via side 

events at the UN Conference, notably the Climate Change COP in Baku (COP29) 

and the Desertification COP in Riyadh.  

• At both events, the Society panel sessions brought together experts speakers 

from across the world to discuss best practice and highlight the importance of 

soil with regards to climate adaption and mitigation. 

 

On the third strategy point, Hosting conferences and meetings focused on soils, the 

Society aims to grow participation in our regional and annual meetings. 

• The Society welcomed members, sponsors and supporters to a sold-out Annual 

Conference at Glamorgan Cricket Club in Cardiff in December. The theme was 

‘Sustainable Soils for People and Planet’ and was the overall focus of a rich and 

diverse programme. 

• The sessions spanned UK soil policy, agriculture, Environmental Impact 

Assessment, greenhouse gases, and technology, as well as oral and poster 

presentations highlighting the work that members are doing in this space and 

the new developments in soil science.  

 

On the fourth strategy point, Supporting and encouraging the education of soil science, 

the Society supported the education of soil science across a wide range of individuals 

and age groups.  

• The Society provides information and resources to teachers, farmers, 

agronomists, growers, industry and land managers and the public via grants, 

outreach events, training courses and teaching materials. The Society achieved 

this through various events and initiatives, notably the British Science Festival.  

• In September 2024, several volunteers of the Society headed to the Docklands 

Campus at the University of East London for the British Science Festival 

(Europe’s longest standing science festival). The Society hosted a drop-in session 

titled ‘Digging Deeper into Soil’ which formed a series of experiments for 

attendees to discover the land we stand on and how we can preserve this 

important sub-surface world.  

 

On the fifth strategy point, Inspiring the future generations of soil scientists, the Society 

continues to support the development of early career (EC) members working in soil 

science.  

• A big part of their development is learning and presenting at the Annual 

Conference. The Society had several Early Career members involved covering 

an impressive 17 out of 25 oral presentations and a wide range of topics.  

• The Society provided EC-focussed sessions around career progression and how 

to effectively engage with the peer review process in our journals, and also 

hosted an Early Careers specific networking evening. 
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• There were further developments with Early Career members with an updated 

member grade, soil judging competition planning, and the introduction on new 

Unearth Your Potential workshops. 

 

On the sixth strategy point, Ensuring high standards of professional practice, the Society 

provided dedicated training courses such as Working with Soils series, as well as 

industry focused events in support of Continued Professional Development, providing 

high professional standards and assisting with maintaining Chartered Scientist 

registration.  

• The Society delivered four training courses in 2024 as part of the Working with 

Soil programme. BSSS  held three Practical Introduction to Soils in Great Britain 

courses at Shuttleworth College, Welney Wetland Centre and Harper Adams 

University, and one Introduction to Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

course at Cranfield University. 61 people in total attended the courses that were 

held between April and November. 

• In addition, the Level 7 Soil Scientist (Masters’ Level) apprenticeship, which was 

developed by our Employer Group, was being provided at Cranfield University.  

 

On the final point, Leading on the social and environmental responsibilities of a 

contemporary society, the Society provides leadership in the areas concerning the socio-

economic responsibilities of a modern Society. The Society ensures all members have 

equality of opportunity, irrespective of age, race, disability, sex, religion or other 

protected characteristics.  

• A new initiative that was introduced at the Annual Conference was a talking 

soil bench. Dr Dan Evans from Cranfield University, introduced the UK’s first 

‘Talking Soil Benches.’ The benches, which feature an integrated speaker system, 

were designed to share a sequence of informative audio tracks. As well as a 

celebration of World Soil Day, users were able to listen to an eco-acoustic 

recording of an earthworm, provided by Soil Acoustics Limited, a new venture 

launched by Baker Consultants Ltd. After the conference, the bench was 

transferred to Bute Park over the Christmas period so that anyone could access 

it and learn more about soil. 

 

Andy Morris, The Executive Director, provided an overview of the Society’s year in 

numbers, which had some key figures that showed the impact the society had in 2024. 

 

• 88% member satisfaction rate from the member survey 

• 82% member retention rate 

• 1065 people attended Zoom into Soil webinars and over 4000 views online  

• 64 training hours delivered to 61 delegates 

• 24 email updates sent to members and stakeholders 
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• 42 chartered scientists 

• 6 new Society fellowships 

• 13 Grants awarded 

• 6 loan boxes sent out, engaging over 350 people 

• Average of 23% increase in followers across our social media platforms, 

highlighting our influence and reach in this area. 

• 931 members noted at the end of 2024. This included 168 new members and 5 

corporate members. 

• BSSS members stretched far and wide across the globe with members in 42 

countries. 

 

The chair extended their thanks to all the members, volunteers, committees, and the 

executive team for all their hard work and dedication to the society without whom it 

would not have been possible to deliver the level of activities in 2024. 

 

Secretary’s 

Note 

The Annual Report from the British Society of Soil Science is available via the website: 

BSSS Annual Report 2024 

 

4.  Approval of Ordinary Resolution: Trustees’ Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 

December 2024 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 93% of 

responders voted in favour of the report and accounts being accepted while 7% abstained 

from the vote. The resolution was duly passed and the Chair thanked Anirban, the 

Society’s Finance Trustee, the executive team and accountants for preparing the 

document. 

 

5. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To approve the reappointment of the accountants for 

the ensuing year – HB Accountants 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 100% of 

responders voted in favour of having HB Accountants reappointed as the Society’s 

accountants for the ensuing year. The reappointment of HB Accountants as the Society’s 

accountants was therefore approved. 

 

6. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To the appointment of Isobel Lloyd as Chair of The 

South East England Soil Discussion Group (SEESOIL) 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 96% of 

responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint Isobel Lloyd as SEESOIL Chair, 

with 4% abstentions. The resolution was passed and the appointment was confirmed.  
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Isobel is a Soil Scientist and Research Consultant at ADAS delivering applied research 

on nutrient management and greenhouse gas emissions in agriculture. She was 

previously part of the Early Careers Committee and is now on the Grants and Awards 

Committee. 

 

7. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To the appointment of James Rowson as Chair of 

The Northern Soils Network (NSN). 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 96% of 

responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint James Rowson as NSN Chair, 

with 4% abstentions. The resolution was passed and the appointment was confirmed.  

 

James is a Soil and carbon scientist, working at Jacobs. James has over 20 years of 

experience across academia and consultancy, and had led major soil and peatland 

projects for Defra, Natural England, and Anglian Water, applying scientific expertise to 

real-world challenges in soil classification, restoration, and carbon management. 

 

8. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To the appointment of Megan Purchase as an 

Ordinary Council Member 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 96% of 

responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint Meghan Purchase as an 

Ordinary Council member, with 4% abstentions. The resolution was passed and the 

appointment was confirmed.  

 

Megan is an early career researcher in soil biogeochemistry at the University of 

Warwick. Her research focuses on soil nitrogen and nutrient dynamics, with a strong 

interdisciplinary foundation. 

 

9. Approval of John Hollis as an Honorary Member 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 96% of 

responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint John Hollis as an Honorary 

Member, with 4% abstentions. The resolution was passed and the honorary membership 

was confirmed.  

 

John Hollis began work as a soil surveyor in 1969 after graduating from Newcastle 

University with an honours degree in soil science. He achieved international recognition 

for his work on soil classification during his career at Rothamsted Research and 

Cranfield University. He has also become a leading authority on soil hydrology and its 
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influence on river flows. In 2022, with Dr Lilly, John published the landmark The Fragile 

Skin, Soil Landscapes of the UK. John has been a member of BSSS and of IPSS 

throughout his career. As a regional soil surveyor, he assisted with delivery of field trips 

for a number of the society's annual meetings. From 2013, he has been an active member 

of the group delivering Working with Soil short courses for the society. Through this, 

John has been a fantastic support for the Society and thoroughly deserves honorary 

membership. 

 

10. Approval of David Hopkins as an Honorary Member 

 

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 96% of 

responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint David Hopkins as an Honorary 

Member, with 4% abstentions. The resolution was passed and the honorary membership 

was confirmed.  

 

David is a specialist in nutrient cycling processes in soils and the dynamics of soil 

organic matter. Alongside his leadership roles, he continued an active research career 

that had a major impact on the understanding of soil processes.  He served as a soil 

science expert on numerous government panels, where he placed soil science at the 

centre of challenges surrounding climate change, GM crops and sustainable agriculture. 

In 2024, David retired from an impressive career in soil science where he served as an 

advocate and leader of the discipline.  Twenty years ago, he served as BSSS President 

from 2005-2006, which saw a major transformation to the society.  Through negotiations 

with our journal publishers, he was instrumental in securing a profit-sharing model that 

enhanced the financial health of the BSSS considerably. This has continued to be a major 

source of income generation for the society, giving it the resources to run many of its 

activities. 

 

11. Board and Council Members 2025 

 

2025/2026 Board and Council members would be: 

 

 2025 Board 

President Paul Hallett 

Past President Jack Hannam 

 

President Elect Lizzie Sagoo 

Marketing, Communications and 

Policymaking Trustee 

Dan Lambeth 

PPDC Trustee David Tompkins 
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Finance Trustee Anirban Sarkar 

Digital Communications Trustee TBC 

 

 2024 Council 

 

Presidential Team Paul Hallett,  

Jack Hannam,  

Lizzie Sagoo 

EJSS Editor Jenni Dungait  

(ex officio) 

SUM Editor Leo Condron  

(ex officio) 

Executive Officer Andrew Morris  

(ex officio) 

PPDC Chair 

 

David Tompkins 

Outreach Committee Mark Nason 

 

Grants & Awards Committee Lizzie Sagoo 

Early Career Representative 

 

Dannielle Roche 

Midlands Soil Discussion Group 

 

Iain Gould / TBC 

 

Northern Soils Network Chris Cantle / James Rowson 

 

South East England Regional Group Marcelo Galdos / Isobel Lloyd 

South West Soils Discussion Group Lynda Deeks 

 

Scottish Regional Group Nikki Baggaley 

Welsh Soil Discussion Group Kara Marsden 

Ordinary Council Member Ashish Malik 

Ordinary Council Member Megan Purchase 

 

 

 

8. Any Other Business and Questions 

 

Members had been asked to submit items of other business in advance of the meeting.  
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There had been 1 item of business submitted before the meeting which was shared by 

one of the attending members. There was concern amongst some of the membership of 

malpractice; that there were some members who were providing knowledge, expertise 

or services in areas that they were not necessarily experienced in. The concern was that 

this could be damaging to the Society and it was suggested that the Society should look 

into this and look to introduce regulation.  

 

It was agreed that similar issues were apparent in the industry with a further example 

provided of ALC surveys. It was highlighted that BSSS had provided previous guidance 

and code of practice in this area although further documents and refresher training was 

a potential option.  

 

It was agreed that the Society could look into communications to the membership to 

highlight this code of practice and further guidelines. The introduction of CPD 

submissions with membership would help to police this issue. It was suggested that the 

Society could be an avenue to peer review the issue with an expert. It was agreed that 

the Society would review this with PPDC and Council.  

 

There being no further business discussed, the Chair closed the meeting. 
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