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Professor John N. Quinton-  

Personal Information:   
107 Silverdale Road, Arnside Email: J.Qunton@lancaster.ac.uk 
Carnforth LA5 0EH Linkedin: linkedin.com/in/prof-john-quinton 
United Kingdom OrchidiD:  0000-0003-1746-4795 
Expertise 

Professor John N. Quinton is an internationally recognised soil scientist with over 35 years of experience in 
soil sustainability, soil degradation, pedology, carbon sequestration, soil monitoring and restoration. 

He has secured £19M+ in competitive research funding, published 140+ peer-reviewed papers (GS h-index 
69), and supervised 36 PhD students to completion. 

His leadership spans academic governance, journal founding, REF panel service, charity chairmanship, 
industry collaboration, and national policy engagement. He brings extensive experience in building research 
communities, mentoring the next generation of soil scientists, and translating soil science into policy and 
practice. 

Current Academic Appointment 

Professor of Soil Science (2009–Present) Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University 
Former roles at Lancaster University: 

• REF Lead (2019–2026) 
• Associate Director for Research (2014–2017) 
• Reader and Senior Lecturer (2002–2009) 

Earlier career: Cranfield University (1988–2002), including Senior Lecturer and Group Leader at the National 
Soil Resources Institute. 

Leadership & Governance Experience 

• Member, REF 2029 Sub-panel 7: Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences 
• Founder & Joint Editor-in-Chief (2013–2023), SOIL (European Geosciences Union) 

o Established and led a major international open-access journal for a decade 
• Chair, Eden Rivers Trust (conservation charity; 16 staff) 

o Governance oversight, strategic direction, environmental stewardship 
• Chair, James Hutton Institute Science Review of Ecological Sciences (2019) 
• REF Lead, Lancaster Environment Centre 

o Strategic oversight of submission, impact case development, and research environment 

Research Funding (selected recent awards) (PI = Principal Investigator; CI = Co-Investigator) 

Transforming Unsustainable Management of Soils in Europe and China 
EU | £496,000 | 2021–2025 | UK-PI 
Multi-partner collaboration (EU and China) 
SOPLAS: Macro and Microplastics in Agricultural Soil Systems 
EU | €606,345 | 2021–2024 | UK-PI 
9 EU partners 
Detecting Soil Degradation through a Novel Coupled Sensor and Machine Learning Framework 
NERC | £800,000 (of £1.3M total) | 2020–2022 | PI 
Collaboration with Manchester University & University of Colorado, Boulder 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership with Lake District Farmers Ltd ‘Soil carbon to the balance sheet’ 
Innovate UK | £213,782 | 2022–2025 | PI 
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Professional & Sector Engagement 

• Research partnerships with Northumbrian Water and United Utilities 
• Soil carbon assessments for Lake District Farmers Ltd 
• Soil Advisor to National Trust (SOIL at Sizergh exhibition, 2026) 
• Extensive experience translating research into practice for land managers, water companies and 

policy stakeholders 

Training, Mentorship & Community Development 

• 36 PhD students supervised to completion 
• 19 Research Assistants mentored 
• Module Leader, Undergraduate Soil Science (50–60 students annually) 
• Contributor to BSSS training in soils and catchment management 
• Led soil science training for farm environmental advisors 

Former research students and mentees now include: 
• Two Professors 
• Chief Science Advisor (New Zealand Ministry for the Environment) 
• Multiple academics, consultants and government scientists 

Education  

PhD Cranfield University, 1994. 
BSc Soil Science with subsidiary Geology, University of Reading, 1988.  

Selected recent publications   
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Progress in Physical Geography-Earth and Environment 48(1): 136-161. 

Le, Q. N. P., Halsall, C., Peneva, S., Wrigley, O., Braun, M., Amelung, W., Ashton, L., Surridge, B. W. J., and 
Quinton, J. 2025. Towards quality-assured measurements of microplastics in soil using fluorescence 
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Quinton, J. N., McKenzie, B. M., Loades, K., Page, T., & Silgram, M. 2024. Mitigation measures designed to 
reduce soil compaction decrease the surface runoff, soil erosion and phosphorus losses from tramlines in 
agricultural fields. Soil Use and Management, 40, e13158. 

Davies, J., Calvo, M., Quinton, J.N., Dart, S., Hatch, P., Höntzsch, B., Changede, S., Feng, S. & Gill, E. 2025.  
Local Soils Model Policy and Guide. Soils in Planning & Construction Task Force, Lancaster University, UK. 
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Referees 

Professor Phil Haygarth 
Lancaster Environment Centre 
Lancaster University 
 
P.Haygarth@lancaster.ac.uk 
 
 
Dr Sarah Buckingham 
Principal Soil Scientist 
SLR Consulting Ltd 
Edinburgh 
 
sarbuckingham@gmail.com 
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