
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

I am writing to put my name forward for the role of President of the British Society of Soil 
Science. It would be a privilege to serve the Society at this stage in my career and to give 
something back to a community that has shaped my professional life. 

BSSS has been central to my development as a soil scientist. I have been a member since 
graduating in Soil Science from the University of Reading in 1988. Over the years I have 
served on BSSS Council, on the Council of the Institute of Professional Soil Scientists, acted 
as an Associate Editor of the European Journal of Soil Science, and contributed to the 
organisation of both annual and regional Society meetings. These roles have given me a 
strong appreciation of the Society’s values, its members, and its vital role in championing soil 
science in the UK and abroad. 

I believe I can bring the following to the Presidency: 

• International credibility and representation. With over 35 years of research and 
leadership in soil science, I have built an international reputation for scholarship and 
community building. I would be proud to represent both BSSS and UK soil science 
nationally and internationally. 

• Strategic perspective on the future of soil science. I am deeply committed to 
strengthening the pipeline of soil scientists at tertiary level and ensuring that graduates 
have opportunities both within and beyond academia. I believe there is scope for the 
Society to foster entrepreneurial thinking and to support members in engaging with 
emerging opportunities in data science, sensing technologies and environmental 
innovation. 

• Proven leadership and governance experience. My roles as Research Director at 
Lancaster Environment Centre and as Chair of a conservation charity have given me 
experience in strategic planning, governance, and trustee responsibilities. I understand 
both the opportunities and obligations that come with leadership roles. 

• Cross-sector understanding. Through collaborative research, the creation and 
leadership of the Soils in Planning and Construction Taskforce, and engagement with 
farming and environmental organisations, I have developed a broad understanding of 
how soil science intersects with agriculture, development, policy and environmental 
protection. 

• Commitment to education and professional development. I have extensive 
experience in teaching and training at university level and in delivering outreach to 
schools, farmers and practitioners. I have also contributed to BSSS training activities 
and remain committed to strengthening professional development opportunities for 
members. 



I will be stepping down from my full-time Professorship at Lancaster in August, while 
retaining emeritus status. This transition will free up time that I would be pleased to dedicate 
in part to the Society, alongside continued involvement in consultancy and REF panel work. I 
am enthusiastic about using this flexibility to contribute actively and strategically to BSSS. 

The British Society of Soil Science plays a crucial role in ensuring that soil remains visible, 
valued and influential in national debates around land use, food security, climate and 
biodiversity. I would be honoured to support the Society in strengthening and widening its 
voice, supporting its members, and building confidently for the future. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Professor John N. Quinton 

 




