BRITISH

orSoIL 80th AGM Minutes

SCIENCE

Meeting Date: Wednesday 15 July 2026

Time: 1:00pm - 2:00pm

Meeting Number: 80

Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel Sheffield and Online

Attendees: Lizzie Sagoo (Chair) Andy Morris (Executive Officer)

27 delegates attended the meeting including three non-members (office staff). Voting on the resolutions
took place in advance of the meeting and 82 member votes across all categories were received, which
equalled 8% of the total membership at the time of voting, and this met the requirements for quorum in
line with the Society’s bye-laws. From the votes received, the majority of responders were in favour of
supporting all resolutions, therefore, all resolutions were subsequently approved.

Agenda Item

1. Welcome and Apologies

The Chair welcomed members to the 80" Annual General Meeting, which was taking
place during the Natural England Soil Health Conference.

2. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: Minutes of the AGM held on 16 July 2025

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 83% of
responders were in favour of accepting the minutes of the 79" AGM held on 16 July 2025,
and 17% of responders abstained from the vote. Therefore, the minutes were approved.

3. Annual Report 2025

The Society had published its Annual Report 2025 and this was distributed with the
meeting papers. The President began by providing the Board’s overview:

e Membership numbers reached a record of 982.

e Kate Humble was appointed as the Patron.

e The Overseas Collaboration grant had been launched in honour of the former
Patron of 11 years, HRH Duke of Gloucester.

e BSSS won the bid to host Eurosoil in 2028 which would be held in Edinburgh.
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e We celebrated the 40" anniversary of one of our journals, Soil Use and
Management, which was going from strength-to-strength under leader of Leo
Condron. Our other journal, the European Journal of Soil Science, was now being
lead by new Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Roland Bol.

e Past-President, Jack Hannam, had spear-headed the launch of the policy sub-
group which had enlisted several experienced fellow members.

e The Executive Team welcomed 2 new members: Khalid Mahmood and Ella
Nash.

e We delivered our largest Annual Conference to date at the end of the year in
Manchester with over 200 attendees. This came after our biennial Early Careers
Conference where we also welcomed 100 Early Career members for 2 days of
presentations, posters, networking and learning.

e The Executive Team was continuing to work to deliver on our mission and vision
to align with our strategy.

The chair continued to provide an overview of the Society’s main operational
achievements for 2025 as highlighted in the Annual Report. The following encapsulates
the highlights from 2025:

Our mission is to support and promote the discovery of new knowledge of soils and
their role in global sustainability. Our vision is to ensure sustainable soils for people
and planet.

We will achieve our mission and vision by:

e promoting scientific study and discovery of new knowledge about soil,

e influencing policy and legislation through evidence-based advocacy,

e supporting our members to develop and continue professional and academic
excellence.

To achieve our mission and vision, the Society must address key challenges including:
e ensuring a sufficient skills base and engagement to deliver sustainable soil

management,
e driving research, evidence collection and professional excellence.

Our mission and vision were developed to align with our 7-point strategy and we will
now highlight how we have delivered on this in 2025.

On the first point; Seeking to publicise the key issues for the soil science community, we
aim to achieve this by raising the profile of the important soil issues via our two
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prestigious journals, European Journal of Soil Science (EJSS) and Soil Use &
Management (SUM), our members e-newsletters, our website, an enhanced social media
presence and by hosting regional, national and international conferences. We actively
engage with the media by responding quickly to enquiries, providing factsheets and
policy notes ensuring we are acknowledged as the UK’s leading authority on soil
science.

e We helped to publicise key issues via many different platforms but the most
notable was our new podcast, Soil Matters, which was launched in March last
year.

e We published 6 episodes in 2025 which spanned subjects ranging from land
remediation, regenerative agriculture, long term field experimentation and
indigenous peoples and their engagement with soil science.

e The response to the podcast has been very positive, with over 5,000 international
downloads, signalling a strong appetite for accessible, evidence-based soil
conversations.

e The podcast welcomed speakers from all over the world including our Patron
Kate Humble, farmer Andy Cato, Professor Richard Bardgett, Professor Anna
Krzywoszynska, and Marioldy Sanchez Santivanez to name but a few.

On the second strategy point, Promoting change through knowledge exchange, we seek
to support knowledge exchange in soil science through targeted engagement with
industry, policy makers, government and educators.

e We achieved this through several means but most poignantly last year through
our new link to the UNCCD.

e In 2025, Andy Morris was elected as the Western European Civil Society
Organisation (CSO) panel representative for the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This prestigious appointment underscores
BSSS’s ongoing commitment to advocating for soil health and sustainable land
management on a global scale.

e Through his role, Andy works with the other panel members in shaping policy,
providing critical insights and engaging CSOs to enact meaningful change. He
will also be participating at COP17 in Mongolia later this year.

On the third strategy point, Hosting conferences and meetings focused on soils, the Society
aims to grow participation in our regional and annual meetings.

e We were delighted to welcome over 200 delegates from 4 continents to our
Annual Conference at King’s House Conference Centre in Manchester in
December. Thank you to everyone who attended. The theme was “Resilient Soils
for a Sustainable Future’ and this was the overall focus of a rich and diverse

British Society of Soil Science Cranfield University, Building 42a, Cranfield, Bedfordshire MK43 0AL

T: +44 (0)1234 752 983  F:+44 (0)1234 752970 E: admin@soils.org.uk =~ W: www.soils.org.uk

The British Society of Soil Science is a limited company, registered in England and Wales No. 7110309 and a Registered Charity No. 1134456. 3


mailto:admin@soils.org.uk
https://soils.org.uk/

programme. The conference featured presentations, posters, networking and
collaboration.

e We also held a Gala Dinner at Manchester Hall and a scientific tour at Bold Moss
in St Helens.

e The event welcomed high profile delegates and speakers such as Tony Juniper
CBE (Chair of Natural England), Prof. Pete Smith (University of Aberdeen) and
Dr. Nils Broothaerts (from the European Commission).

On the fourth strategy point, Supporting and encouraging the education of soil science,
the Society supported the education of soil science across a wide range of individuals
and age groups. The Society provides information and resources to teachers, farmers,
agronomists, growers, industry and land managers and the public via grants, outreach
events, training courses and teaching materials.

e We achieved this through various events and initiatives, particularly our loan
box scheme which continues to grow, but we wanted to highlight a particular
case study from 2 of our Early Career members.

e Over the winter holidays, Dr Samuel Hibdige and Dr Emily Guest, both
postdoctoral researchers at Cranfield University, delivered an interactive soil
science lesson to a primary school on Maui, one of the Hawaiian Islands.

e The aim was to introduce the students to what soil is made from, why it matters
and how they can look after it better. Using real-world examples from the recent
flooding in their local town of Kihei, they explored how poor soil structure can
increase surface water runoff, possibly leading to the brown flood waters they
had seen running through their own classroom.

e To bring the learnings to life, they collected local soils from three contrasting
managements: a forest floor, a compacted bare walking path, and a sample from
their teacher’s garden. The class carried out the ‘Super Sponges” experiment, one
of the educational resources featured in the BSSS loan boxes.

On the fifth strategy point, Inspiring the future generations of soil scientists, the Society
continues to support the development of early career (EC) members working in soil
science.

e There were several developments with our Early Career members including soil
judging competition planning and further Unearth Your Potential workshops,
but the main highlight was the Early Career conference in December.

e Organised by the Early Careers Committee, the EC Conference was a mix of
workshops and presentations, giving delegates the stage to showcase their
projects. The event gave members the opportunity to present work on soils for
climate, people, water, life and advances for soil. There were also sessions on
effective communications, careers and soil description.
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e DPosters and presentations were judged with prizes awarded for best talk and
poster. Many congratulations to Catherine Martinez for best oral presentation,
Sara Trojahn for best poster and Abbie Rogers for delegates choice on best poster.

e At the end of the conference, the outgoing chair of the EC committee, Dr
Dannielle Robb, was presented with the Outstanding Society Contribution
Award. She handed over to Jess Brook who is now the new EC Committee Chair.

On the sixth strategy point, Ensuring high standards of professional practice, the Society
provided dedicated training courses such as Working with Soils series, as well as industry
focused events in support of Continued Professional Development, providing high
professional standards and assisting with maintaining Chartered Scientist registration.

e We delivered five training courses in 2025 as part of our Working with Soil
Programme. There were two Practical Introduction to Soils in Great Britain
courses held at Coleg Cambria Llysfasi and Shuttleworth College respectively.
We held an Introduction to Soil Classification course online and also delivered an
Introduction to Agricultural Land Classification course at Cranfield University.

e 2025 saw the launch of a new course in our portfolio: A Practical Introduction to
the role of Soils in Catchment Management which was held at Lancaster
University. This hands-on, two day course was designed to fill key knowledge
and skills gaps in the application of soil science for improving water quality and
quantity outcomes.

e 98 delegates in total attended all the courses that were held between April and
November.

e Although the apprenticeship has had to be halted due to lack of government
funding, we were pleased to see a second cohort enrolled onto the Level 7 Soil
Scientist (Masters” Level) apprenticeship at Cranfield University, which was
initially developed by our Employer Group.

On the final point, Leading on the social and environmental responsibilities of a
contemporary society, the Society provides leadership in the areas concerning the socio-
economic responsibilities of a modern Society. The Society ensures all members have
equality of opportunity, irrespective of age, race, disability, sex, religion or other
protected characteristics.

¢ We thought that this was encapsulated by one of the awards that the Society won
for a previous conference.

e In December, we were delighted to win the Association of British Professional
Conference Organisers (ABPCO) Award for Best Member Engagement for our
2024 Annual Conference. The conference in Cardiff included initiatives such as a
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Talking Soil Bench, a conference programme shaped by members, cultural &
scientific excursions, and schools and youth engagement.

e The event placed our members' voices, ideas, and identities at the centre of the
programme and projected them into the wider community through creative
engagement. From conference to castle, classroom to cricket ground, BSSS
members were empowered as collaborators and ambassadors for the Society’s
mission.

e We are thrilled to have been recognised for our long-lasting relationships with
our members and their invaluable engagement with the Society. Thank you to all
our fantastic members for engaging with us and all the incredible work you do.

Andy Morris, BSSS Executive Director, provided an overview of the Society’s year in
numbers, which had some key figures that showed the impact the society had in 2024.

e 85% member retention rate

e 802 people attended Zoom into Soil webinars and over 3000 views online

e 80 training hours delivered to 98 delegates

e 43 chartered scientists

¢ 9new Society fellowships

e 14 grants awarded

e 16 loan boxes sent out, engaging over 12,000 people

e Average of 18% increase in followers across our social media platforms,
highlighting our influence and reach in this area.

e 982 members noted at the end of 2025. This included 188 new members and 7
corporate members.

e BSSS members stretched far and wide across the globe with members in 42
countries.

The chair extended their thanks to all the members, volunteers, committees, and the
executive team for all their hard work and dedication to the society without whom it
would not have been possible to deliver the level of activities in 2025.

Secretary’s | The Annual Report from the British Society of Soil Science is available via the website:
Note BSSS Annual Report 2025

4. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: Trustees” Report and Accounts for the year ended 31
December 2025

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 78% of
responders voted in favour of the report and accounts being accepted, 2% disapproved
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whilst the remaining 20% abstained from the vote.. The resolution was duly passed and
the Chair thanked Anirban, the Society’s Finance Trustee, the executive team and
accountants for preparing the document.

5. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To approve the reappointment of the accountants for
the ensuing year - HB Accountants

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 88%
approved the resolution of having HB Accountants reappointed as the Society’s
accountants for the ensuing year, whilst the remaining 12% abstained from the vote. The
reappointment of HB Accountants as the Society’s accountants was therefore approved.

6. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To the appointment of President-Elect (2027-2028)

Members had been asked to vote to decide the next President-Elect of the Society for
2027-2028, who would become President in 2029-2030.

The campaign had featured 3 exceptional candidates, John Quinton, Kara Marsden and
David Tompkins. The chair shared their thanks to the candidates for putting themselves
forward and to all those who had voted.

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 61% of
responders had selected John Quinton as their preferred candidate. Therefore resolution
was passed and the appointment of John Quinton as President-Elect was confirmed.

Professor John Quinton is an internationally recognised soil scientist with over 35 years
of experience in soil sustainability, soil degradation, pedology, carbon sequestration, soil
monitoring and restoration. His leadership spans academic governance, journal
founding, REF panel service, charity chairmanship, industry collaboration, and national
policy engagement. He brings extensive experience in building research communities,
mentoring the next generation of soil scientists, and translating soil science into policy
and practice.

John expressed his thanks to those who voted in the election and looked forward to the
role, in what he highlighted was an exciting time for the Society and for soils in general.

From January 2027, John would take over from Lizzie Sagoo as President-Elect, Lizzie
would take over from Paul Hallett as President, and Paul would take over from Jack
Hannam as Past-President.
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7. Approval of Ordinary Resolution: To the appointment of Chris Cantle as Chair of the
Professional Practice and Development Committee (PPDC).

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 84% of
responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint Chris Cantle as PPDC Chair,
whilst 1% disapproved and the remaining 15% abstained from the vote. The resolution
was passed and the appointment was confirmed.

Chris is Associate Director of Land Quality and is Soil Science Capability Lead at Jacobs.
He was previously Chair of the Northern Soils Network and has been a BSSS member
for several years, helping on various committees and projects.

The chair shared their thanks to the outgoing chair, David Tompkins, for all his work
and commitment to PPDC.

8. Approval of Paul Wright as an Honorary Member

Members had been asked to vote on the resolution in advance of the meeting. 87% of
responders voted in favour of the resolution to appoint John Hollis as an Honorary
Member, whilst 1% disapproved and the remaining 12% abstained from the vote. The
resolution was passed and the honorary membership was confirmed.

Paul Wright, a Fellow of the society, has been a member since 1973. After 30 years
making soil and land classification maps he is now applying his knowledge of soils to
engineering infrastructure projects, most notably HS2 on which he has been the joint
agriculture and soil topic lead since 2019. With the Soil Survey of England and Wales,
from 1973 to 1990, he trained a number of students in field descriptions of soils, several
of whom went on to senior positions in the world of soils and agriculture. At W S
Atkins, from 1990 to 2010, he supported and trained young people embarking on careers
related to soil science, helping them attain membership of BSSS.

In support of BSSS he is the main author of Guidance Note Soils and Land Quality: How
to find online maps and data sets. He has actively contributed to Landis, helping with
the preparation of the Predictive ALC map for England and was the originator of the
Soil Alerts.

He works closely with chartered surveyors and agricultural valuers and his chapter on
Soil, Climate and Productive Capacity in Agricultural Valuations; a Practical Guide
(published by Estates Gazette) is a standard reference for Rural Practice Chartered
Surveyors.
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Board and Council Members 2026

The chair confirmed the current Board and Council members:

2026 Board

President

Paul Hallett

Past President

Jack Hannam

President Elect Lizzie Sagoo
Marketing, Communications and | Dan Lambeth
Policymaking Trustee

PPDC Trustee David Tompkins

Finance Trustee

Anirban Sarkar

Digital Communications Trustee

TBC

2026 Council

Presidential Team

Paul Hallett,
Jack Hannam,
Lizzie Sagoo

EJSS Editor Roland Bol
(ex officio)
SUM Editor Leo Condron

(ex officio)

Executive Officer

Andrew Morris
(ex officio)

PPDC Chair

David Tompkins

Outreach Committee

Mark Nason

Grants & Awards Committee

Lizzie Sagoo

Early Career Representative

Jessica Brook

Midlands Soil Discussion Group

TBC

Northern Soils Network James Rowson
South East England Regional Group Isobel Lloyd
South West Soils Discussion Group Lynda Deeks
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Scottish Regional Group Nikki Baggaley

Welsh Soil Discussion Group Kara Marsden

Ordinary Council Member Ashish Malik

Ordinary Council Member Megan Purchase
10. Any Other Business and Questions

There had been no items of other business submitted prior to the meeting.

Members at the meeting highlighted the success of the loan box scheme and cited an
event at the London Science Museum in 2025, attended by members from the
Environment Agency, where the box was very helpful and engaging. There would be a
similar set up at the event in August 2026 as well.

Members asked whether the proposed merger of Kings College London and Cranfield
University would have any impact on the Society, being that the office was based at the
latter’s campus. Andy Morris confirmed that there was no current impact but that there
were discussions taking place with Cranfield University and the BSSS Board in the event
of any future changes.

There being no further business discussed, the Chair closed the meeting.
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